FROM VALMY TO THE DANUBE
raised to the rank of brigadier-generaL Ney waved it
aside, harping back to his sorry failure at the Austrian
outwork; and the official recommendation called forth
a consistent *no* from his chafing spirit. There was no
arguing with such a man, and he was packed off in a
carriage for a spell of rest at Saarlouis, or Sarrelibre, as
an outburst of Jacobin enthusiasm had temporarily
called his birthplace.
He was back at head-quarters by the middle of Feb-
ruary 17953 that year of ill-omen for the Sambre-et-Meuse
which was forced to take up its old positions along the
Rhine. Ney had rejoined the staff of Kleber, who now
commanded four divisions of the army, but apart from
some dashing reconnaissances the red-headed colonel
was a quenched unit in that desolate body which had
once been the pride of France. There was a great
shortage of clothing, food, and ammunition, until beggary
and plundering became more frequent and were tolerated
by the helpless commanders.
The spirit of '93 broke down under accumulated re-
verses and a feeling of injustice. For men could read in
the news-sheet and bulletins of the happier conditions
under which the Army of Italy was going forward, where
soldiers were paid in cash instead of the paper money
that was notorious for shifting value. It was true that
the German states together with Spain, Portugal, and
Naples had dropped out of the Coalition during the
year, but when Jourdan was offered a truce in December
he snapped it without hesitation.
His men recuperated somewhat in winter quarters,
but the armistice came to an end in May 1796, with the
Austrian forces placed on a more capable footing under
the Archduke Charles. Jourdan still conducted the
Sambre-et-Meuse through its twilight, while an Army
of the Rhine was also formed and placed under Moreau.
This last named was an implacable Republican who
came to regard the setting up of the Empire as a be-
trayal of early principles. He was more scientific but
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